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WHEN HER AUTOMATIC WASHER BREAKS DOWN 
morning wash, the homemaker wants immediat 
two or three days later Independent servi 
and prompt On the other hand, they may be 
to a call promptly, and their charges, parti 
considered quite out of line To improve ap} 
ucts, General Electric Company has proposed a 
servicing major appliances, with three majo! 
involves serious inconvenience or property dan 
within 6 hours; within 2 days in other cases 
peak seasons when the serviceman must arrive 
type of breakdown.) Distributors must stock 
they have more than four calls a year; unst 
wire will be shipped within a day after recei 
express from Zanesville, Ohio All servicemen 
gram once a year We shall await with intere: 
well the new code is working out in various 


e 


FRESH—CAUGHT FISH will now be treated wi 
keep it longer The Canadian government ha 
antibiotic in the ice packed around commercially 
vessels to prevent its spoiling It is anticipa 
fresh at least a week longer than is possible w 
methods alone The practice may make it neces: 
allergic to antibiotics to eliminate fresh fish 


KEEPING THE WEIGHT DOWN seems to 

days, or, at any rate, a lively topic of 
our food habits and meal patterns in line 

ties is an approach 
nell University School of Nutrition Since well 
devices, driving instead of walking, and spectat 
to make us lazy physically, we need fewer calor: 
foods High protein diets seem to have particul 
hunge! Dr. Young points out that planned physi 
tion of the "empty" calories of between-meal sna 
social activities will help establish better livi: 
ng the cause and coritinuance of obesity 


ANY EXPOSURE TO RADIATION involves 
the dose Studies | the British scientist, 
don, suggest that is a direct relation 
leukemia, a isease of the blood, 
the lower ranges of exposure It is his con 
News, from a study of 1346 persons given X-1 
absolutely safe dose of therapeutic radiation 


THE PURCHASER OF A NEW AUTOMOBILE us 
will get a thorough inspection of the car 
on the odometer It is not really "free,' 
$7.50 for a car with standard transmission 
transmission has been included in the price 
News, published by Lee Fleet Management, Inc 
be guite conscientious in making any little 


CONSUMERS’ RESEARCH BULLETIN 





but in many metropolitan areas dealers look upon the "free" 1000 mile in- 
spection as a nuisance and do not even attempt to road-test the car. If 
you waive the 1000 mile inspection, there should be a corresponding reduc- 
tion in the purchase price. Fleet News suggests that any specific things 
that need to be fixed, such as a noisy tappet or a carburetor adjustment, 
may be subject to warranty and the dealer should correct them at no charge 
anyway . 
* * * 

MEN’S CLOTHING is going up in price. According to one report, whole- 
sale prices have advanced from 50 cents to $3.50 on suits, topcoats, sport 
coats, and slacks, and retail price rises of 5 to 10 percent on next 
spring’s purchases are to be expected. 

* * * 

TIMELY TIPS TO HOME BUYERS are offered in the Home Buyers’ Handbook, 
by C. W. Smith, director of the Housing Research Foundation of the South- 
west Research Institute, San Antonio, Texas. Mr. Smith takes a dim view of 
some picture windows that let the neighbors see what’s cooking on the stove 
or whether the man of the house wears a shirt when he relaxes He points 
out that windows are meant to admit light, frame a view, or permit ventila- 
tion, and suggests that they should extend to the ceiling where they will 
admit light and, if placed high, give privacy. In bedrooms, the window 
Sills should be at least 4 feet above the floor to permit the most effec- 
tive arrangement of furniture. Mr. Smith calls attention to the fact that 
corner lots have more lawn to water, more grass to cut, and more sidewalk 
to shovel in the wintertime. 

oo i 

VITAMIN A MAY HELP PREVENT ACCIDENTS. According to studies made in 
Germany, a group of 152 "problem" drivers showed striking improvement in 
their tested driving efficiency when they took a daily dose of 150,000 
units of vitamin A. Motorists who had been involved in traffic accidents, 
or who had failed in a driver’s test, were selected for this group Ini- 
tial testing indicated a below-normal attentiveness on the part of the 
selected drivers. After daily doses of vitamin A, more than half of 


these drivers showed an improvement to normal alertness. Similar progress 
was not found in a control group who did not take the vitamin. 


* * * 


MORE MILES TO THE GALLON OF GASOLINE may be the appeal of the auto- 
mobiles now on the drawing boards in Detroit. The advertising for some 
1957 cars is expected to de-emphasize the horsepower race, according to The 
Wall Street Journal, taking into account public complaints that the auto~ 
makers have been overselling speed. Rising sales of foreign cars like the 
popular Volkswagen, that averaged 37 and 46 miles to the gallon in CR’s 
test at constant speeds of 50 and 30 miles per hour, have undoubtedly had 
an influence in directing the thinking of the automakers toward an economy 
appeal. One technique for securing more mileage is through lighter weight 
and improved engines and transmissions. Aluminum will reportedly be used 
in increasing amounts to replace steel. 

—_— a ws 


JUST PLAIN WATER SPILLED ON A RUG may cause unsightly brown stains 
that can never be removed The exact cause for this disfigurement has been 
disclosed by Col. James W. Rice of the National Institute of Rug Cleaning 
who points out that unless water spilled on a rug is promptly and thorough- 
ly wiped up it may penetrate to the backing. There it absorbs soluble 
coloring matter and impurities which will be brought to the surface of the 
rug by the wicking action of the tufts in the pile construction. The mois- 
ture will evaporate, leaving the discoloration on the surface, and may also 
react chemically with the fibers and dyes of the rug to cause stains that 
may be indelible. 

a > > 

FISH STICKS, regarded as a convenient way of getting consumers to eat 

more fish, are rapidly losing their popularity. Basically, this product is 
(The conlinualion of this section is on page 31) 
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Eskimo Whiz-Mix 51 
Osterizer 
Deluxe 403 


ee, 


> Electric blenders 


Dormeyer 5902 


Do you Like the flavor of freshly made peanut 
butter? Or freshly made mayonnaise, or creamed 
soups? If so, then you may be a prospective 
customer for a blender All of these foods, which 
can be difficult and time-consuming to prepare 
are easily and quickly made with a blender. In 
fact, the tume in the appliance will often be only 
a lew seconds 

Of course, a blender has other uses, too, such 
as making the spec ial foods lor bal 1s, lor adults 
who have special dietary problems or difficulty 
in chewing owing to loss of teeth, and for anyone 
who is convalescing from an illness. It should 
be noted, however, that nutritionists look ask 
ance at the practice of whipping certain foods 
briskly with steel blades, for the reason that 
some of the nutritional values are lost. by the 
mixing in of air with the food material 

In addition to mixing beverages of all kinds, 
and being a useful aid to certain kinds of vege 
the blender can 
A number 


of blenders are recommended by their makers 


table, fruit, and meat cookery, 


be used for some sper ialized tasks 


Waring Blendor 
(02 


Hamilton Beach 
Liqu!-Blender 5 


———— 
— 


-——w 


Universal 


Montgomery Ward Mixabiend 
| alee? 86405 


ras 


Kenmore 6262 


for grinding coffee ilthough it has been noted 


that they will not do this job so well as a regulas 
coffee grinder Some of them can also be used 
for breaking up ice It is generally agreed, how 
ever, that better results will be obtained if the 
ice is broken into small pieces or crushed some 
what before it is placed the blender This is 
so well recognized that special ice cracking tongs 
are sold specifically for thi 


A blender will “ blend 


small amount of liquid in the container 


purpom 
better whet 
ulthough 
once the technique for dr mixing has been 
mastered, a blender is very useful for crumbing 
ior ex imple, or cracker 


Although blenders will 


ingrediet ts qui kl 


graham crackers for pie, 
crumbs for food dishes 

liquefy, blend, or mix mar 
other appliances in your kitchen will be more 
satisiactory tor some cooking tasks For ex 
ample, egg meringue, whipped cream, mashed 
potatoes, and heavy batters will be whipped 
and mixed more efficiently with a regular elec 

tric mixer The blender v not chop large 


quantities ol 1 ; | t | nd it w ot 
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make puréed fruits and vegetabk the true 


T he ble rice r cal 


blend cooked or raw {fruits and vewetables to a 


sense ol the word however 
consistency so smooth that they can pass lor 
puréed products in some cases. The foods, how 
ever, should be strained before serving, if a real 


puréed product is desired 


Although all ble nders are mt h alil ‘ if s17¢ 


and shape, there are real difference between 


them. Some have only one speed, others have 
two or three If only one speed is available 
generally equivalent to the high speed 


could not find that there was an rreat difference 


On some blenders the blade assembly could be removed for 


cleaning, as shown in this picture 


The blades on moat of the blenders were mounted 


ings thal are fixed to the bottom of the containers 


in periormance between one speed 
three speed blenders However, the 
were useful for some kinds of chopping 
In some blenders, the amount of liquid that 
can be mixed at high speed without splashing 
out of the container is far below the container’s 
pacity The listings that follow give both the 
apacity ol the container and the maximum 
umount of liquid that can be used without spill 
blender is runt ing at its highest 


Hand yhot Blendette, 


Sunbeam Blender 


age when the 
speed Four blenders, tiv 
Osterizer, and the 
filled to capacit 


Kenmore 
Attachment, could be without 
d inger ol spill ive 

Another difference between makes of blenders 
is illustrated bv the photographs On several 
blenders, the bearing for the blades is built into 
the bottom of the container On others, the 
which is 


black is part ola separ ite issembl 


removable for cleaning Blenders having the 
blade bearing fixed in the container are not ne« 
all that 


sarily difficult to clean, however 


usually required for cleaning is to put water 
with some detergent added into the jar and turn 
the blender on for a few seconds It is however, 
somewhat easier to remove some stick foods 
lor example from the containers 


blade 


the se containers cal be opened it 1 the top 


peanut butter 


which have i separate ssembl Since 


ind the botton 


Several blenders have a convenient 


two piece 


4 small inset in the cover can be removed 


covet 
for adding food or beverage material or seaso ing 


while the blender is running his makes it ut 


necessary to turn the blender motor off to avoid 


splashing while adding additional ingredients 


Another convenient feature found on some blend 


ers 18 Capacity markings on the blender con 


tainet! Phese can be useful especiall na 


fam ly where the blender will be used otter lor 
Approximatel two cups ol 
milk plus the Iruit ind other ingredients needed 


to make a milk drink will make three 


mixing beverages 


ervings 


Containers are either of glass o1 pla tu 


Some 


ol the glass ones are made ol heat-resistant yiass 
hexagor il, 


sic The 


Containers may be cloverleat in shape 


or round Some are ridged on the 
round ones that are smooth inside are somewhat 
but none of them gave a great 


deal of trouble u this respect in ¢ IR test 

| le von blenders ind one blender 
for a food mixer were included in ¢ 
blender attachment for the food mixer 
i relatively inexpensive device compared wi 
complete blender, was judged not too conve 
Its pertormance on the \ 


food products blended in the laborator 


is a blender 
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ea? 


emede {Qt 
P hu 


F 
a 


a 
Sunbeam Blender Attach- Knapp-Monarch Handyhot Blendette 2001 


ment for Modeis 10 and 11 Liquidizer 40-505 
Sunbeam Mixmaster 


home 
that 


A. Recommended 


. , 
Beach ( ) { 


$390.5 


Hamilton Beach Liqui-Blender, No. § 
Vit { 


quipment La be 


home economics 


1 iru arink 


Osterizer Deluxe, Model 403 
other respects Mi $49 9 t! 


wed. 14.000 


Universal Mixablend, Model B6405 


XY (lars T Hrit ( £3 Ww 


derwr 
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Weight, 9.5 lb 


Chrome base 


among the three heaviest blenders 
tested ) Pyrex glass container wit! 


one-piece plastic cover Capacity, 4% cup 47 oz 
without spilling over, 8 oz 
Blade unit was fixed in container Motor speed on 


high speed, 19,900 rpr: 3 


Maximum liquid capacity 


B. Intermediate 
Eskimo Whiz-Mix, Model 517 


McGraw Electric Co., Boonville, Mo 
Switch well marked 


(Bersted Mfg. Div., 
$24.95. Two 
Weight, 5 Ib 
Chrome base. Plastic 
{ apacit 5 ) 10 o7 

Maximum liquid capacity without spilling over, 12 oz 
The Eskimo had 


speed motor 
(unusually light) container 


with one-piece metal cover 


Blade unit was fixed in container 
suction cups on the bottom which held the blender 
firmly to the counter top. Motor speed on high speed 
15,500 rpm. One sample failed st for ele 


trical safety I 


Ward's 
postage (re 
Weight 


Glass container with one-piece 


Montgomery Ward 06.2051 (Montgomery 
Cat. No. 86-—-2051M) $24.95, plus 
speed motor. Toggle switch, not well marked 
8.75 lb 


metal cover 


Chrome base 
Capacity, 4 cups (32 oz Maximum 
liquid capacity without spilling over, 7 oz. Container 
fits very loosely and could easily be knocked over 
Blade unit was fixed in container. Motor speed, 17,000 
rpm. One sample of two tested failed to pass test for 
electrical safety 1 
Dormeyer, Model $902 3 (Vormeyer Corp., Chicago 
10) $33.95 

not well marked. Weight, 8.75 Ib 
base. (Glass container with one-piece rubber cover 
Maximum liquid capacity 


loggle switch (metal 
W hite enameled 


One-speed motor 


Capacity, 4 cups (32 oz.) 


without spilling overt 7 oz ( ontainer fits very loos Iy 


and could easily be knocked over. Blade unit was fixed 
Motor speed, 16.700 rpm (one 
sample of two tested failed to pass test for electrical 


safety 2 


in the container 


Kenmore, Model 6262 Sears-Roebuck's Cat. No 
44-8262) $27.95, plus postage ['wo-speed motor 
Switch well marked. Weight, 8 lb. White enameled 
base. (lass measuring-cup-type container with han 
die, graduated in cups, with two-piece rubber and plas 
Maximum liquid 


Blade unit wa 


tic cover. Capacity, 3 cups (24 oz.) 
capacity without spilling over, 24 oz 
fixed in the container Motor speed on high speed 


18,000 rpm 


test for electrical safety 


(ne sample of two tested failed to pass 


C. Not Recommended 


Blend King, Model 101 
Westbury, Long Island, N.Y.) 
some stores at sale price of $19.95 


Teamco Products, Ine 
$24.95 
Ch two samples 
one a two-speed, Switch 
Weight, 5.3 Ib 
Plastic con 


available in 


one had a one-speed motor 
not well marked for easy legibility 
(unusually light). White enameled base 
tainer with two-piece cover (inset in cap is l-oz. mea 


suring jigger) Capacity, 6%4 cups (54 oy lwo 


samples purchased failed to pass test fo 


salety therefore, no use tests were made 


Handyhot Blendette, No. 2001 Chicago Electric 
Div., The Silex Co., Chicago 38) $17.95. One-speed 
Weight, 6.5 lb. White plastic base 


container, graduated in cups and ounces 


motor 
nece plastic cover ( apacity 4 Ips 3)? og 


mum liquid capacity without spilling ove 


whi h Was prov ided blades could he re 


ise of a key 
moved for cleaning. Had a push-button switch (meta 

# such design that it is impossible to tell whether the 
Motor 


Too slow lor good ble nding 1 


appliance is on or off until it is plugged in 
peed $700 rpm 


Knapp-Monarch Liquidizer, No. 40-308 (Kinapp 
Monarch Co., St. Louis 16 $39.95 rhree-speed 
Switch of good type, well marked. Weight, 8.4 
Glass container with tw 

32 oz.). Maxi 
In this 


notor 
b. White enameled base 
piece plastic cover. Capacity, 4 cups 
mum liquid capacity without spilling over, 8 oz 
blender il liquid spills over it runs into the motor 
giving high shock hazard. Blade unit was fixed in con 


tainer. Motor speed on high speed, 17,800 rpm 3 


Che following appliance, although fairly satisfactory 
was judged to be not so convenient and effective for 


use as a regular blender 


Sunbeam Blender Attachment for Models 10 and 11 
Sunbeam Mixmaster (Sunbeam Corp., Chicago 50 
$12.95. Ten speeds. Weight of attachment, 4 Ib. 2 oz 
(,lass container with one-piece rubber cover 
Maximum liquid capacity without 

Beater speed on high speed, 6000 


Capacity 
1 cups (32 oz.) 
spilling over, 32 oz 


rpm. 


Aolk lod 
tr 4 





The following is a list of credits for picture 


supplied by outside sources 


Page § and 7——Chicago Electric Div The 
Silex Co.; Hamilton Beach Co., Division of 
Scovill Manufacturing Co Knapp-Mon 

Landers, Frary & Clark; Mctjraw 

Electric Co., Bersted Manufacturing Div 

John Oster Manufacturing Co Sears 

Roebuck & Co 

Products, In 


arch Co 


Sunbeam Corp lean 


Waring Products ¢ wp 
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Report on dictation equipment 


April 1956 issues of CON 
BULLETIN, we 


M ircn and 
RESEARCH 


IN THI 
SUMERS presented 
reports on seven dictating machines. Included 
in that study was the Edison VP Votcewrtter, a 
combination machine. In several respects, the 
Edison VP machine tested then was judged to be 
less desirable than the Dictaphone, Gray, Peirce, 
and Sound Scriber equipment 

\ new model Edison combination, the VPC-1, 
has now been tested, along with Edison's new 
secretarial or transcribing machine known as 
the VPS-]/ 

Che new Edison combination is similar in size 
and appearance to the older model, but com 
prises several improvements which afford greater 
convenience and flexibility in operation. “One ol 
the chief faults reported on the earlier model 
was the presence of undesirable double-talk or 
This has been cor 
rected on the new VP¢ The maker 


has added a remot controlled “qui k review, 


echo effect in the recording 
1 mac hine 
operated by a button on the microphone. In 
the playback or transcribe operation of the ma 
chine, the “quick review" button actuates the 
bac kspacer, whi h, on the earlier model, had to 
be operated by a button on the machine The 
new design comprises a better indexing system 
lor indicating corrections, beginning ol letters, 
etc. An improved microphone cradle is supplied 
with the newer models, and the newer ones have 
tone controls 

Edison now offer a transcriber, Model VPS-! 
which is for transcribing only, (In outward 


appearance and size it resembles the combina 


Edison Vowewruer 


tion and dictating machines Phe transect 

machine has a tone control, volume control, and 
a speed cor trol Start, stop and backspacing 
are actuated by a loot control or by a finger con 
trol which one attaches to the typewriter frame 
Markings on the index strip are 


white tor letter 


shown by i 
colored light shining through 


indexing, red for corrections 


A. Recommended 


Edison Voicewriter Combination, Medel VPC-1 
(Thomas A. Edison, ly Edison Voicewriter Division 
West Orange, N.] $428. 105-125 ts, 60 cycles 
Price in ce mict hone, headset, and 
foot contr Machine tin. high by 12 in. wide | 

10 in. deep. Weight, 124, ll 

Model V PS-1, costs $360. Uses 
a plastic disk 7 in. in diameter for a total of 30 min. of 
dictation. Disks are 10c each (cost jour of dicta 
tion, 20c 


and stop, and a button for 


a.c., 25 watt 


Transcribing machine 


as a recording medium 


Hand microph 


through the microphone 
through an optional accessory loud-speaker 

two indicator lights on the machine; one indicat 
the machine is turned on and the other indicate 


When the 


bar is pushed, this second light functions as a 


the machine is ready for recording 
level indicator 4 volume control and a tone control 
are provided. A warning signal sounds just before the 
end of the recording medium is reached, and at the end 
the turntable will stop automatically 

The machine used as « transcriber, Lifting the knob on 
the top of the machine permits the stylus to be posi 


When 
button 


tioned or scanned over any portion of the disk 


the machine is used in playback, the “‘listen 


on the microphone serves as a backspace actuator i 


SoundSeriber 200 
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Com plometer 


ubstituting’ a foot « 


necting a headset 


bination as a trane 
transcribing machine | mbinatiot 
ind tom 


peed | 


volume 


the 


or the dictating machine 


controls umd a peed ( 


pla back 


C. Not Recommended 
Combination, Model 


Licta 
S44 


Commander 
larrant Mfg. ¢ ) ton 


Division 


Comptometer 
D20A (Felt & 
tion Machine 


control muictr 


eter 
S483 1 


for remote t vitcl inc 


$9.50 for 


watt 


ify le he ads t 
Weight 15 I> 


medium B 
Bk e; } { t 


recording 
i dicta 


thon cost 


$4 


be erased and re 


! 
would be im initi crt ni 


thi 
used indetinitels mcr 
two control i sliding | 
and |i 
r mechani m for the inde. 


thre ! 


built-in loud 


sri 
Hand 


il 


has itton the top « 


dictate revere ten 1 oy h butt 


trig 


prurie h tt 


dictation 1 the microph 
or throug! 


at the t 


iket 
red 
in dictating position and green tor the 
Machine is well cde 
and over-all workmanship | 
Surtace 


wp of the machine glow w he ‘ 
listen of 


scribe position iyned and fini 
con idered ¢ vol i 
dill 


bac k ground 


hose was not a 


ing judged clear 


there wa some hum im 


the 


ever 


possible to openate machine in the dictate 


belt 
Thi 
bee 


with the record head not down on the 
would be 
arrangement 
the 


this position 
should 


“ hic h 


ing made tt 


desirable sudible 


there in 
TT 
Will 


idl 


signal to indicate ree rding 


take 
failures to record due to this cause 

Ha 

\ tuning con 
ad s that 


position in 


not place, or some other certain means to av 


The machine used as « transcriber 
peed or tom control 


of the pickup 


but no 
the 


positioning 


10 e CONSUMERS’ RESEARCH BULLETIN e DECK 


track iratei with th 


Plas back 


made to 
the belt 


nay te act 


strip through the ea 


on 


clear and free from objectionable distorti 


Was audible hum in the background 


an 
excessive and < 
leakage 


Kecommended t 


urrent, 2.5 


I xcept for this high 


Leah 
| LaKage ma 


hazardous irrent 


omplometer would warrant an A 


Portable dictating machine 
Phe 


400) 


report presented here on the SoundScri 


is based o 


this 


ible dictating machin 


, dditv 


port 


tests ofl 


An « 


\ wil 1956 


ults of nal samples ol 


irlier ve report 


ipppe 


Sound S 


chict ma 


pt 


but 0 


Weil 


iting 


ol the t he 


Sound Scr ‘ 


Siitiie { 


y OH) 


disk 


to 3s! diamet 


disks « 
omnes 


t he OW) 
Sound. 
Ch 

The 


ike 


Trice | 


pho 
i backs 


machine u 


to sor set 
this 
ber 


AY 


1s 


of the ‘ WH) « 
inal model show 


| hese 


it level on playback a 


the riber 


he or mprovemet 


irliet model tested 


uty 
h iZal 


1 
shock 


e current 


machine had leakage current 
cturetl 
ret 


t clement 


Lhe lollow 


thy machine 


A. Recommended 


SoundScriber 200 
9 $275 


ontrol on hand microphone 


indSeriber Cor 

115 volts, a 

An index contr 
provides means for indica 
end of disk 
20% There a 
ind playback P 


SO 


onn 20 watts 


m the machine 


rec tion and the a letter on the 


wr of dictation average 


tone arms for recording 
hand microphone 


but 


through the 


good i with 


all of 


judged satistactory not as 


SoundScriber machines eration 


vas judged convenient 


id 


plete un 


antages ar 


it, weighing 6 


an ix irried « mvenient! 


19560 


WABER 





» right: Flast Do-A 


ardern made 1 front row. cenler 


Emergency flasher 


MANY \ 


lured 


serious! 


MOTORIST has b Y 


while Changing or itftempting 


repairs his car was stopped 


on the edge of the roadwa it night It is not 


safe even to work on a car that has been parked 


completel on tl highwa on the graveled 
modern 
Highwa 


tired of 


shoulder ql I rea tlongside i 


highwa | f leit on 
hypnosis has iuse a 
ind smash 


the halt 


sleepy driver to p the highway 


into the re opped car, under 
consciu f ~ ) that the 


taillights were on 


mov 


on-the road re 


The ; i | ILAKITIIY 


mized by being pre 
red reflectors, or 
the road well be 
tained trom auto 


trunk, 


made by 


stores with your 


i a kept 
Re fle« tors ¢ 


d loht reflect 


supph 
tool kit putting 
such 


sheet 


some re is col é, 


I metal bent 


| he st 


mn if road for 


on blocks of wood 


| shaped ) will s 1 up should 
il 


sever 


ibled « if ilso ile id 


the car i i narrow road 


onsurne Research has tested threes 


hts which are usetul tor 
aris . stopped md stalled Cal 


The versatile s the combinatio 


flashlight with ed bl 


post 
rated separate! or 
Some ot thes« tre Burge 
the Bi Bean llon 


~e iled-beam u ve 


multaneou 

Radar-l 
irt Brite-Beam. h 
i powertul te 
serve well as spotl 


’ 
hight 


of white 


and at the 


. 


same t make good trouble 


Snapil, BVIG, Big Beam 164 (rear Wa 
Homart Brite-Ream, led 


lights for motorists 


combi miti 
that wu the 
shoot: ik ul 
right front 
“1 by il) 
light 
flasher 
do the m 
the device 
( dive lioht 
overcom 
devices 
detachabl 
Toot 
tached 


exte 


tiv red . Ke 
the car where 
and the white 

light 


asa tro ible 


A secor 


sive tha 
Such a 
reflector 
tur 
light 
lamp cord 
il ss t¢ 
disabled b 
Viriftiv trout 
Plus 


6-votlt 
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The Do-All Snapit, showing the white light detached from 
the base, with a %5-foot extension cord to allow use of the 
light al the engine or near the lire being changed while the 
red flasher lamp ia placed behind the car lo warn approaching 
motor tals, 


picture at the head of page 11 is a third type of 
warning light. It can be used to give either a 
flashing red or steady white light, but not both 
simultaneously It has no separate flasher to 
control the red light, as all the others do; the 
on-off flash mechanism is of a ver: 
kind built right into the red bulb itself. Its 
flashing is less regular than the others, but the 


ihe xp nsive 


non-uniformity is probably not important. The 
red bulb used is a Crown 2.5-volt made in Japan, 
and it might be difficult to find a replacement 
should it become necessary to do so 

Probably the motorist'’s best choice from the 
standpoint of convenience and versatility would 
be two separate lights—a good flashlight for 
trouble-shooting and a large red blinker, prefer 
ably with its own battery, for warning approach 
Of the lights included in Consumers’ 
the Do-All Snapit, with its 
white light on a long extension cord, comes clos 


ing cars 
Research's test, 


est, In our opinion, to the ideal arrangement 

Trouble lights may be kept in the car for 
many months at a time without being used 
One may hope they will never need to be used, 
but it is vitally important that, when they are 
needed, they should be in good working condi 
tion. The lights should therefore be tried occa 
sionally to see that batteries and bulbs are still 


Weak bat 


This is a 


good, and that the light is bright 
teries should be replaced promptly 
small price to pay for the valuable insurance a 
good light affords in night driving 

In the test by Consumers’ Research, all the 
red flashers, running on fresh batteries when 
powered by dry cells, were clearly visible at a 
distance of about a half mile on the highway at 
which is well over normal stopping 


night, 


distan CH 


Phe lights were placed in the fine spray trom 
a hose nozzle for 15 minutes to see how the’ 
would stand up if subject to a moderate rainfall 
All were still working at the end of that time, 
but the Redi-Flash became very dim and re 
mained so while it was wet It resumed its 
former brightness after it was allowed to dr 
out. The two push-button switches of the Big 
Beam became erratic in operation after the rai: 
test 

The light output and the current drawn by the 
white lights of the combination lamps wer 
measured with a controlled voltage applied in 


The Hlomart Brite Beam 


sealed-beam unit, used the most 


place of the batteries 
which has a 
power, but gave the most light and tl most 
light per unit of electric power (..e., s the 


most efficient of the group 


A. Recommended 


Cable Electric Produ 
$6.95 plus batter 


Do-All Snapit 
dence 7, R.I 

Weight, 244 Ib 
iluminum tube containing a 6-vo 


including battery 

’ 
vith a red plastic lens over a flashing 
and a clear plastic lens and light 
clear light is detachable and has a 
extension cord (see illustration Ha 


off, on flasher, on flasher and whit 


} 
rT 


light only), a comfortable handk 
stand The spring clips used to 

designed The white 

The Do-All would be B 
Bulbs and ha 


easily accessible for replacement [wo spare 


place are poorly 
low efficiency 
for use as a flashlight only 


furnished, stored in the case 


B. Intermediate 


(Bridgeport Metal Goods Mig. Co 
Conn.) $3.98, plus 60c for batteries. Uses four stand 
urd flashlight batteries (size D). Weight, 1 Ib. 2 oz 


Has an aluminum battery case and plastic light hous 


Bridgeport 


ings. Separate sliding contact switches for the 
and white lights. Dense translucent red plasti 
the flasher light cuts out much of the light avai 
The handle is a thin steel wire bail. White light ou 
is best of those tested other than the sealed-beam 
Plast 


Efficiency of the lamp (white average 


is recessed about ly in to protect it from scratct 


Ecolite (Economy Electric Lantern Irv 
geon Bay, Wis.; Sears-Roebuck's Cat 

$5.98 plus postage, inc luding 6-volt lantern 
Weight, 2 lb. 5 oz All-aluminum construction. One 
4-way turn knob switch (off 
white light, and on white light on 
Screw threads holding red plastic lens are too shallow 


Battery and b 


attery 


on flasher. on flasher and 


Plastic lenses 


accessible for replac ing 


Efficiency 


ilb are ca ily 
Lamp has a very good handle and stand 


of light, average 
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Plash-A-Lite (Superior Parts Mig. Corp., 1922 W 
Grand Ave., Chicago 22; Spiegel's Cat. No. 86-4471 
Montgomery Ward's Cat. No. 61-6876) $2.75 from 
Spiegel's, $2.98 from Ward's, plus postage. Weight 
15 oz. Consists of a tube with a suction cup at one 
end and two round red plastic lenses at the other. A 
1144-{t. cord leads to a plug which fits the car's cigarette 
lighter socket. No white light. Draws 0.5 ampere from 
Operation dependent on the condi 
which is a disadvantage in 


the car's battery 
tion of the car's battery 
some circumstances 


Homart Brite-Beam Sears“Roebuck's Cat. No. 34 

4832) $8.25, plus postage, including battery. Weight 
2% lb. Aluminum body and lamp housing, steel handle 
Separate switches for flasher and white lights. Flasher 
bulb is more difficult to get at for replacement than 
on most other lamps tested. Handle is comfortable 
balance is good Brightest and most efficient white 
light tested. Would be A. Recommended, if for use as a 
spotlight only Red glass lens ov 


and located in a poor position on the back of the sealed- 


er flasher is small 


beam white light housing.) 


Radar-Lite, Model TW3 (/surwess Battery Co., Fre 
port, Ill.) $9.50, plus $2.45 for battery. Weight, 4 Ib 
ll oz Steel frame attaches directly to the threaded 
bolts emerging from the special Radar-Lite 6-volt bat 
tery Separate switches for the flasher and white 
lights Che flasher light is hinged so that it can stand 
up above the white light, or fold down to face the rear 
at the opposite end of the handle. Red plastic lens on 
the flasher, clear glass 
light sattery 


lens on the sealed-beam white 
and bulbs are easily accessible for r 
Efficiency of the lamp for the white light 
Would be A 
if for use as a spotlight only 

Warn-O-Flash (Safety Warning Signal Co., 1800 
Coney Island Ave., Brooklyn 30, N.Y.) $3.95 for 6 
volt auto systems, $4.95 for 12-volt. Weight, 6 oz 
Consists of a one-pece molded flexible translucent 


placement 


slightly above average Recommended, 


plastic shell containing a flasher and light bulb \ 
734-ft. cord leads to a plug which fits the car's cigarette 
lighter. No white light. Draws 1 ampere from the 
car's battery The translucent plastic does not trans 
mit as much of the light as would be desirable \ ou 
tion cup on the bottom attaches the dev to the car 
The Warn-O-Flash is also available wit! yull 1 plug 


for use on standard house lighting cir 


C. Not Recommended 


Big Beam, No. 164 (UU. ©. Lite Mig. Co., Chicago 
$8.95, including battery. Weight, 3 lb. 9 oz \ll-steel 
Separate push-button switches for 
As with the Radar-late 
the flasher light is hinged so that it can stand up above 
the white light or fold down to face the rear, at the 


Red plastic lens on the 


case and handle 
red flasher and white lights 


opposite end of the handle 
flashe: 
Battery and bulbs are easily accessible for replacement 


clear glass lens on the sealed-beam white light 


Efficiency of lamp for the white light, above average 
Would have been rated the same as the Radar-Lite 
except that both switches on the Big Beam became 
erratic in operation following the rain test 

Redi-Flash Manufacturer unknown purch 
Western Auto Store) $3.95. Weight, 14 oz. Consists 


# a steel tube enclosing a flasher, with a red plasti 


} 


lens and bulb at one end and a suction « up at the other 
\ 134% {t. cord leads to 
Has m™ w hate light 


a plug which fits the car 
Draws 6 am 
hh « 


cigarette lighter 
peres from the ca batter in undesirab!l hig 


rent drain Light became very di in the rain test 
made in Japan) $1.50 
Weight, 10 
Oz Looks like i miniature kerosene lantern with 
Has n 


flashing mechanism is ult into the 


(Crown Ele Ltd 


Crown 
plus 25c for two size ( ishlight cells 
clear and red light bulbs in place of the wick 
separate flasher 
red bulb. Whit 


and was least efficient of those tested 


light lamp gave by far least light 


Corrections and Emendations to Consumers’ Research 
Annual and Monthly Bulletins 


Ceteeete Washing Delete listing of Norge Model 
Machines ; _ ' 
Pages 14 and 15 1W-422, which is a discontinued 
Annual 56-57 model Ihe current models 


Page 12 {W4? ; 
i} ad AV 150) } ve been 
Oct. ‘55 Bulletin ’ ; o- 
trouble trom tailures of 


timers, motors, and pumy which would indi 


cate that the later models are not as good as the 


VU odel A a $2? origit ill 


Rese ircn 


tested and report 
by ( onsumers lwo washers ol 
good service mome 


Research staff 


$22 model have yivel 


members of Consumers 


Slide Projectors 
Page 196 
Annual ‘56-'57 


A slice + 
rector of the a rema 
iti Six Brum f tnrous j/ft iH} 


non-automati 
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Beattie Jet Evans Breeze King 


The size (length) of the “ flint so-calle 

i pyrophoric iron-cerium alloy), shoul 
checked trom time to time ind a new 
inserted betore the old one is used up 
to remove the remainder of the old “ flint’’ before 
nserting a new ore Never attempt to opet ite 
i lighter if the stick of sparking alloy is used up 
is the spark wheel will be damaged by grind ng 


gainst the metal of the spring pressure device 


Safety 

Beattie Jet lighter in operation Cigarette lighters can be 
matches and should never within reach ol 
mall children, who delight in operating them 


olten with disastrous consequences One fire 


. ol 
Cigarette lighters chief reported 14 alarms ina single montn tor 


fires started by children pla ing with cigarette 
lighters Lighter fuel, too i hazard, since 


THERE ARE PROBABLY few smokers who have , 
ingestion ol lighter fl nd sata rly common cause 


not at one time or another pure hased a ¢ warette 
of the poisoning of young children 


or pipe lighter, or received one as a yilt Many Never 


’ ligt ' i lighter immediate! 
‘ ws iwhters ‘legal to: l “al rawe 
it ‘ J eTs are rete ten oa Dureau ¢ iwer has been refue led Wipe it dr ind 


after a short period of use, either because the 
| 
excess fuel has evaporated before 


failed to function reliably or required too fre , 
spark ; otherwise the excess fuel ma‘ 


quent refueling with lighter fluid 


fire and dr ip onto flammable clothi 


In 1954, the ke ding I Ss. manulacturer ilor c ot 
, it, with da 


sold 15 million dollar worth (wholesale value 
Never 


wer to lite 
Lise commercial b isol 


| | | } 


of cigarette lighters in the United Stat 
» s : . lighter tuel Regular lighter 


— ¥ | 
ome vears ago lighters using bottled was 
, aad although expensive 


lighters Usliiv methyl ilcohol and a catal ces. wh 


peared on the market In the latter. a fir ; 1 
illo 


= the 


becomes red hot when exposed to the t] 
if 


iwnites the alcohol vapor. Lighters u 


rom 


rAS i warently were not too success! ul 
Kas ap ’ . mum 


found none on the market at the time 
{ 


. a 
were purchased for the present test 


make using a catal was found; that is i Most cigarette lighters 


cluded in the test Phi type, however, used the detects u workmanship ; 


very por oOnou methanol wood ilcohol i its makes ive imu h more 


fuel and had other features whi ma te ) . Z ppo guarantees 

make it unsafe and undesirabl first-class mechanical 
Many of the failures o j t " nv of their lighters tha 

function reliably are duc ‘ ropet f regardless of the 

and maintenance by the uset fuel op ' Che finish 

is allowed to become low, the wich 

of the fuel and soon become too 

apark to strike it correctly and 

f 


the lighter regularls before the 


completel exhau tec . therefore important 


Champ Continental Zippo Ronson Windlite Eigin American 


‘ee PT ie 





good one, considerately administered, for this A. Recommended 


company has been known to replace lighters Champ (Manufacturer not known 
iree ol charge that have bee n damaged by cu Austra Metal case covered with immit 


cumstances which the guarantee could not fairly Weight, 2.3 oz. Very similar in constructi 


be interpreted to cover Zippo pays return Zippo except that the windshield was hinged t 
postage easier access to the wick Numb 


about average Fuel capacit 0.275 


Evans Case Co. also make no charge tor serv 
their lighters: theirs are of the “ automatic” Continental «Distributed 
$1.49 Made in Japan 
enamel finish on sick 
Zi »po Numb | 

) 


Fuel capacity, 0.2 oz 


Zippo, No. 2002429 Zipp 
$3 50 { hrome plated CAM 
satisf at $4 to $20 in 

ge Number of 


The Ronson Corp., the largest U.S. manu ; 
capacity, 0.2 


icing 
type ind thus more likely to get out ol order 
than the simple typ with the thumb-actuated 
sparking wheel | vans does, however, request 
that the owner send 35 cents to covet the cost 
of handling and mailing, alter he has received 


the reconditioned lighter back and is completel 


facturer of lighters, guarantee thew lighters only 
free of charge 


Beattie Jet, No. 1 5. Ime 
48 St New York ( i“ ! ! d cass 


replacements, 75 cents; eneral reconditioning, 
I “ s big models with a v { « | it $5 to $49 


against defects in material and workmanship 


Cheir current charges are, for minor repairs and 


heb ETD 


ena . S ' " n : > sf) 
placement , and repacki vy fuel chamber, $1 ; Weight, 2.8 oz “Ri Had standard ff 


major repairs, replacem« nts, and repar king, for cigarettes nines lilting the 
pty : 


$1 80: ditto, plus s ldering, $2.25. To these lighter toa 45 } rette flame lit, heats 
prices must bn idded 35 cents for postage and the jet tube, « ist! flare ™ some distance as 
handling and also a ¢ 0O.D charge. with a blowtor pecial wi ro is provided for 


} 


tS  & keeping the tiny hole in the jet tube cl Number of 
The length of time a lighter will operate be lights per filling with “cigarette flam above average 
‘ > acity. 0.25 0 
tween refuelings depends upon its fuel capacity, Fuel capacity, 0 . 3 
rate of evaporation (depending upon how well 

- C. Not Recommended 

the fluid container is sealed against leakage of 
Vapor nd the size of the flame All of the Windlite, No. 21204 
non-automatic lighters had relatively large fuel $3.95. Satin-finished met 
able at $4.50 and $4.9 
Weight, 2.9 oz Loosening 


bottom of lighter for refuse 


capacities and produced large flames; they 

thus well suited for lighting pipes as well is 
cigarettes. Evaporation losses were determined pring ecrew. Fibergle 
the liwhters to « pacity ind keeping 


often required several 


110 degrees: weighings tain a flame Number 


tervals, and the loss calculated age uel capacit 0 


of the lighters’ fuel capacit 
m ior prod cing 300 lights was Automatic type 
\ll ol the hohters except the 
On the automatic lighter 


, 


re judged to have sulficient « ipacit' 


lor three hune red or hore ghts and should lever lifts the ies : 


to ignite the wich rele 


lid and snufis out the f 


therefore not require refueling oftener than once 


i week for the average smoker 
Non-automatic lighters A. Beseemmendcd 
iutomatic type ol liwhter, the hing d 
; ‘ Omscolite Super (5 
ed and the flint wheel is viven a Quick , " 
a . : gift shop s Made i 
flick with the th imb The ‘ ire somewh itu name ol Be’ ive P 
omlortable té operate and metal ind soot irom Tr . ( : e average 


flint wheel soil the fingers In all but the » Similar to Ro pov 


he flame was fully surrounded by Elgin American ‘*400’’ Series, Model 
" 7 


neld and stayed lighted whe Elgin America | i Se ib 


hod wit c-t 


Evans 52 A273 Ronson Adonis Ronson Sport Ronson Whirlwind 





$6.95 to $9.95 in various types of cases. Weight, 1.45 
oz. Unique design permits easy filling of the lighter by 
snapping out the top mechanism. Filling does not wet 
or flood the flint and the flint is easily replaceable with 
out removing any screws. Thin, neat design makes it 
especially suitable for ladies’ handbags. About 35% 
lighter in weight than the average lighter. Easy to 
operate. Number of lights per filling, about average. 
Fuel capacity unusually low, 0.14 oz 


Evans 62 A 273 
Mass.) $3.50 


(Evans Case Co., North Attleboro, 
Chrome-plated case, one side plain, the 
other side ribbed. Smaller ladies’ rhinestone model 
available at $10, plus tax. Weight, 2.25 oz. Spun-glass 
wick. Conventional screw caps in base for filling and 
changing flint. Easy to operate and gave a very strong 
spark. Number of lights per filling, above average 
Fuel capacity, 0.19 oz. Manufacturer offers to service 
this lighter free of charge (see text) 2 


(Ronson Corp.) $9.95. Chrome 
plated engraved case. Other models available at $10.50 
to $200 in various types of cases. Weight, 1.9 oz 
Conventional screw caps in base for filling and for 
Thin, neat, light 


Adonis, No. 18341 


changing flints. Easy to operate 
weight design suitable for ladies’ handbags. Fuel ca 
pacity, 0.17 oz. Number of lights per filling, above 


average. Manufacturer's service charges, high 3 


Sport, Ne. 28333 3 (Ronson Corp.) $5.50. Black, 
textured enameled case. Other models available at 
$5.50 and $6.95 with various types of cases. Weight, 
Conventional screw caps in base for filling and 
changing flint. Easy to operate. Number of lights 
per filling, above average. Fuel capacity, 0.16 oz 
Manufacturer's charges for service judged to be high 
This Ronson model has been extensively and closely 
copied by the Japanese; their imitations of the Ronson, 
available in many gift stores at 98c, appeared to work 
about as well as the Ronson Sport (see Omscolite) 3 


2.3 oz 


Warning on some 


AN EXTREMELY DANGEROUS CONDITION may pre 
sent itself in 1957 Fords equipped with V-8 or 
Thunderbird V-8 engines, with two-barrel Jolley 
carburetor and automatic transmission, after a 
period ol use The throttle lever on the car 
buretor and the stop-plate which it reaches at 
full throttle were of such design that the lever 
poorly resists bending. As a result, it gradually 
yields with repeated starts and accelerations 
when the accelerator pedal (to which it is at 
tached through a linkage) is depressed. In a 
relatively short time the deformation (bending, 
and wear of the tip) may become sufficient that 
the lever goes beyond the stop provided and 
catches cr locks in a throttle-fully “Open position 


Whirlwind, No. 16655 (Ronson Corp.) $8.95. Chro 
mium-plated case. Other models available at $8.95 to 
$10.50. Weight, 2.8 oz 


without need to loosen or remove any screws 


Swivel base permits refueling 
or Caps 
Retractable guard protects flame from wind if desired 
Number of lights per filling, above 
Manufacturer's 


Easy to operate 
average Fuel capacity, 0.30 oz 
charges for service judged to be high 3 


C. Not Recommended 


Regens (Regens Lighter Corp., Long Island City 
N.Y.) 98c. Nickel-plated case. Weight, 1.7 oz 
Operated by pressing in on one side of the case. Small 
separate fuel container fits friction-tight into outer 
case. Corners and edges not sufficiently rounded 
Lighter was judged not likely to be very durable. Rate 
# evaporation of fluid, high. Number of lights per 


filling, below average. I 
Evans Breeze King, No. EC-100 Evans Case Co 
$4. Chrome-plated case. Weight, 2.2 oz 
wick with wind guard. Cover gets too hot 
was otherwise satisfactory 
Fuel capacity, 0.31 oz 


Spun-glass 

Lighter 
Number of lights per filling 
below average Manufacturer 
offers to service this lighter free of charge 


Lighter using wood alcohol as fuel 
C. Not Recommended 


Starliter Starliter, Box 7799, Washington 4, D.C.) 
$1.98 with 1 fi. oz. of methanol and spare cartridge 
Uses methanol (wood alcohol) as fuel, a dangerous 
Starliter uses a wire catalyst which becomes 
red-hot and ignites the vapor of the alcohol. To light, 


This implies, of 


potson 


the user need only remove the cap 
course, a hazard of setting a fire accidentally if the cap 
should fall off or be taken off by a child 
animal) I 


or even an 


1957 Ford V-8’s 


he result is a ‘“‘runaway’’ motor, if the car is in 
neutral, or a ‘‘runaway’’ automobile if in a drive 
position. This failure occurred with one of CR's 
test cars during an acceleration run, under cit 
cumstances which could have been extremely 
S-TIOus 

If your accelerator pedal should stick in the 
depressed position, turn the ignition key to the 
“Of” position immediately and bring the car to 
Lt stop The jammed accelerator pedal cannot 
be released from inside the car This must be 
done by movement of the throttle lever at the 
Have the dealer pick up the car at 
once, and be sure he fully corrects the condition 


Do not make use of the car till this is done.) 


carburetor } 
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[HE PARENTS of today are faced with an almost 


unbelievable number and variety of mechanical 
toys to choose from when buying a gift for thei 
children. Among the wide choice of toys offered 
are many educational toys, and some designed 
along sound psychological lines. Some are very 
skillfully made and others are of poor design and 
construction 

4 good many battery opel ited toys are being 
manufactured nowadays Che two toys that are 
reported on here would be classified as ‘enter 
taining’ rather than educational or as having 
spec ial psye hologic values. One was selected for 
test because it offered some of the advantages of 
an electric train, free from shock hazard possi 
bilities and at a phenomenally low price 

This stamped-metal, battery-operated (flash 
train is guided by a flexible cable or 
The other toy tested is 


light cell 
cord in leu of a track 
a metal and plastic automobile and service sta 
tion powered by two flashlight cells which are 
used to recharge periodically a nickel-cadmium 
storage cell. Both were imported, the first from 
Japan, the second from West Germany 

The train « onsisted of a realistically dex orated 
locomotive, which contained the battery and 
motor, and a coal « ar; these ran on a continuous 
8-foot round rubber cord (a tube) The loco- 
motive was equipped with an on-off switch. The 
motor drove the rubber-tired rear wheels through 
a small knurled shaft which made contact with 
just one driving wheel The toy was rather 
poorly made, had many sharp edges, and its 
construction was such that it would not stand 
much abuse. It could be operated only on a 
smooth surtace suc h asa table top 

The MARX automobile set, which is well 
made, consists of a‘ 
the car (recharges the battery) when the 
A gauge in 


‘service station” which “re 


fuels” 
“hose”’ is pushed into the filler cap 
dicator on the pump spins while the refilling or 
recharging operation is in progriss, simulating 
the operation of a gasoline pump 

Power is furnished by two size D flashlight 
cells in the “service station” which charge a 
nickel-cadmium cell about the diameter of a 
quarter and \% inch thick. This little storage 
cell is in the body of the automobile 


facturer claims the battery should rut 


The manu 
the car 


for twice as long as the time taken to charge it 


Two battery-operated electrical toys 





berpetes ress 


The tins driving motor has a wound drum arma 


ture and turns in ball bearings The car frame 


is of stamped metal! the body, made of red 


plastic, is removable The switch, mounted is 


the rear ol the bod, permits the child to operate 
the car in either the forward or backward dire 
tion. The front wheels may be set so that the 


car will travel in « ircles or str ught ahead 


A. Recommended 


MARX Self-Charying Automobile and Filling Sta- 


then (Louis Marx & Co., In 200 Fifth Ave., N.Y. 

made in West German $6, complete \ converter 
. 

is available at an added cost which would eliminate the 


use of batteries to cl irge the cell in the auto L we 


ol a converte hecaus ot the voltages involved should 


be limited to olde hildren 6 vr. or overt \ well 
constructed t except that the body is made of a 
plastic which is easily broken \ small section broke 
during the test: this allowed one screw to fall out 
of place. Wheels were rather weak, but it is believed 


that with proper use and care the toy should give 
well mack 


3) to 50 


reasonable service The motor was very 
Instructions state that batteries will last for 


hours’ running. Tests showed this might be true wit! 


short runs, but on an accelerated test applied by CR 
the battery life was about 18! ¥ he [he toy is not a 
desirable one for ver oung children, because certain 
small parts might be detached and swallowed The 
manufacturer should warn the parents of the user 
through a tag permanently attached to the to al { 
the importance of safe disposal! of the nickel -cadmi 

cell when it or the toy is discarded It should not bn 
thrown in a stove, furnace, or rubbish burner here it 


might explode with possibly dangerous result 


C. Net Recommended 


Battery-Operated Train (Sold by Keneddy lr 108 
W. Jersey St., Elizabeth, N.J made by G. W. in 


Japan) $1.59, plus 25c postage bought from big-cit 


newspaper advertisement Made of pressed, decorated 
metal with many sharp edge For this and other 
reasons, this toy is not deemed at a table for ver 

young children tatter one flashlight © cell usted 


for a total of 2\4 hour intermittent operation over a 


period of several months The thick-walled rubber 
tube (called a “‘cablk which can be laid in a circh 
ellipse or other form, provided the rve ur wt t 
sharp, affords an ingenious and simple means of pi 
viding a track for the train and gives wide latitude i 
track layouts During the test, the rubber tre 

the drive wheel wore considera! hi mdition 
would cause failure of the t t perate, alter a 


siderable period of us 
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Toy sewing machines 


At A CERTAIN AGI almost ever lieth girl would 
a chance to sew with a machine as 
i bit of 


like to have 
her mother does. She will possibly t: 
sewing on her mother's sewing maching It can 
be a very dangerous trial, since the sewing ma 
chine presents haz ird even tor an adult, ind a 
child is like ly not to be aware ol the dangers to 
her fingers of the fast-flving needk 

lhere are a number of -toy sewing machines 
on the market on which one can actually sew a 
These The hines make 1 chain stite h 
a bobbin 
i child to handl Phe 


chain-stitch machines make a seam entirely with 


fine seam 
for they do not have which would be 


somewhat difficult for 


the thread feeding from the spool on the top of 
All of these machines are hand 
operated by a handle or crank on a flywheel 
This i 


operated machine would be much too dangerous 


the machine 


entirely desirable, for an electrically, 


for a little girl to operate The Toy Guidance 
( oun il, for example , does not recom nd that 
any child under six years of age be permitted to 


Neither 


should a child under six or seven be permitted 


use any electrically-operated toy 


to use a toy with sharp pointed needles 
Unfortunately, not all of these toy sewing 


mac hines will be in good operating condition, 


und the purchaser of any of them should be 
careful to try it out in the store to be sure of its 
good, smooth action before taking it hom 


wrap as a gift. Some of the machin 


Consumers’ Research purchased for th 
evidently did not have proper inspectio 
lactory, or had become dam ived j t he 
n shipment They did not sew 
received, and would have required 
minor adjustment that the housewilf¢ 
husband would likely be able to make 
good stitch Thus in buving a toy sew 
chine, the mother should check to 
ictually works properly 


(HM utmost importance nm the ~ lectio 


that the moving parts are properly protect 
(,00d protectio! of the needle is i bask require 
ment Some olf the machines studied by Co 


sumers’ Research had a protective guard built 


into the presser loot The Pfaff, which is illus 
trated, and the Singer were of such desig The 
KAYankEkE, however, did not have a guard on 
the models tested. ‘‘De luxe’’ machines of this 

at $1 or $2 more are advertised as 
a protec ted needle, but this model w is 


Research Another 


machine which had a plain presser toot without 


natic lling 


having 
not seen by Consumers’ 


the needed sale guard was the Necchi 


\ table clamp with which most of the 
were supplied is a desirable accessor: 
the machine trom moving about the table whet 


it is in use Phe Neccht Supernova toy mac! 


which was included 


made ol plastic, 


study, did not have clamps, but had 


cups to hold the plastic body to the tab! 


particular child's machine is copied 


Supernova 7Ziwzay sewing machine 


others tested t is designed to mak« i cha 
stitch, but unfortunately the machine could 
be made to sew properly in CR’'s test 

One other caution to the | 
machines notice an dey ce ¢ 


hook underne ith the machine On the 


prote 


machine, tor example, on which the needle w 


protes ted, the looper hook was not enclo cl but 


, | 


was available to prying fingers and could do re 


myur' to a child This machine ilso | 


eared flywheel and other open mec ha 


. 


the arm ind be low the soleplate 


It was considered that onl two ot the ma 


: j , 
chines in this study, Singer Sewhand ind the 


Ptafl Princes would be useful in the home ex 
cept as a child's toy Both of them did a good 
sewing job The Singer had a stitch adjustment 
und would sew fine stit« hes as well as long ones 


The Ffaff mace 


1 rather coarse stitch, and there 
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Even with the needle al ds highest position, a child's fingers couid nol get al the sharp needie point. The 
illustration al the right shows the fool on the tivo KA YankKE machines, whi 


was no means tor 


idjustment ol stitch length 
The looper hook on this machine was enclosed 

A word about the instruction book—it would 
be a good idea to check it over to see whether oi 


ot it 1s clear and easy to follow and understand 


A. Recommended 


373 Fifth Ave 


Grained 


(merical 


$14.95, including carrying case 


Pfaff Princess 
New York 16 

beige finisl Weight of machine: 2 lb 
np is supplied to hold the machine to the 


stitch adjustment; machine makes a rather 


with case, 344 


| 
table N 


irwe stitcl Protective presser foot The looper hook 

enclosed tor safet The Pfaff would appear to be 
afest of the five toy machines tested Che instruction 
book, entitled Penny and her Pfaff Princess, written 
especia for children, read well and is amply illus 
trated 


Singer Sewhandy, Model 20 The Singer Sewing 
Machine ( 396 Fifth Ave N.Y $12.95. Car 


ing case available at ar viditional charge of $4.50 
Beige rackie fit nh Weight ol machine 1 lb. 12 oz 
{ il pplied to attach t tabi An adjustment for 
titct lengti is pre ided Protective presser foot 
Loom hook not encl ed ' this account the 
ha» ld not be a ife for a child as the Pfaff 
Priv Instruct woklet ul illustrated, but 
if ritte ior thet ther ther tha the child This 
t ew a ix ‘ ent lor use i an ne who 


C. Not Recommended 
Dexter Sew 


Dexter 


g Machine Co., Dept. DSM-562 
Dexter Div., 2735 N. Ashland, Cl ig $4.95. includ 
ing astic Carrying ouc! \ plasti Weight { 
machine ; z. Operated witt p-and-down pre re 
roduced by squeezing the hand Made a chai tit 


Sri ng 
eng 


The illustration al the left shows a protective presser fool as used on the Pfaff and the Singer mac 


Small hand-sewing machine 
—not sold for use as a toy 


CONSUMERS’ RESEARCH BULLETIN @ DECEMBER, 1956 @ 19 






/ 





h was nol protective in desig 






C. Not Recommended 
KAYankEE SewMaster  \!on'\; \\ Cat 









48—4753: made in U.S. 7 e, Cn a £3 OR 
postage ir? rN im Hhus etatthic ft Weight 
of machine Li Mo of ( lamp supplied t ittach to 
table N ul tment f engt! t tit 

tective ¢ ard pore er toot | orm won ¢ od 
Instructi 1 bb Kiet ta Ca t ‘ ig vord 
which would t be understood i child 







KAYanEE SewMaster = >picu Cat. N ; HOG6R 





~ / 

















made in t 1e, Use > 4 tage n 
Carrviiig Ca {sree ta nn i ! vuml im 
Weight of i ‘ 4 ’ { } od 1 
attach to tab Lit b t sesert that a 
stitch adjustine led 1 be | ! 
No protects ee ird ‘ 4 | | ” NOOK « 

closed Instruct: et wa ‘ nea the same 
as for the the KA Yankl tained from Mont 
gomery Ward but ‘ i va ght lifferent 
Necchi Supernova ewing Ma e Salk 
Corp., 164 W > >t vf } k | 24 i ling 
cardboard car if in \ ist Weight | ma 
chine : Z ‘ t j tt t hold plast 

beady to table . tective ard 1 preaser foot 
The looper hool ul 1 plast , ‘ ‘ 

Instructi il ea t yrds w ‘ id 
not be unc { ai | i | I he i | t 
be made t ow (™ ' i int ! yuarantes 
on the part 1 th ‘ i | ul t I 








claimed 








material 





would nave 


While the Dexter i wt 1] ca : 







portant that it be ke : i 
child as t © are at ‘ t 
mjury e; sranteed ; ; : 


















Vouli Julienne 


Salad makers 


TELEVISION VIEWERS and visitors to county fairs 
have become familiar with household devices 
called salad makers. In size and shape they look 
not unlike the familiar food chopper 


of a grinding mechanism, however, there are 


In plac e 


cones or disks having projections that grate, 
shred, string, or slice vegetables, fruits, and nuts 

There is no doubt at all that it is possible to 
grate, slice, and shred foods more easily and 
quickly with these devices than on the simple 
four-sided or flat graters and slicers commonly 
found in the kitchen 
easy patter and familiarity with the devices, can 


Demonstrators, with their 


turn out creditable sliced and shredded products 
quickly and easily. Watch the demonstrator's 
fingers, however; you may find that in many 
cases she flicks away bits of unchopped material 
while she directs your attention some place else 
The average homemaker cannot expect to use a 
salad maker so easily or deftly-—especially at 
first. A certain amount of experience is required 
as well as familiarity with the directions for the 
cutting and the handling of the foods to be 


pro essed 


salad makers for test, the 
Mouli-Julienne, and Royal 
Voult Julte ne and 


CR bought three 
Elite Saladmaker, 
Supreme. Two of these, 
Royal Supreme, had “ pushers” for the food. In 
the Mouli, the pusher was made of metal and 

The Royal has a 
The Flite 


ind this was 


was part of the appliance 
wooden bloc k asa pusher however 
had no device for the purpose 
judged quite a disadvantage It was easy to 
grate the fingers, too, if the user should happen 
to be inattentive 

The Elite and the Mouli had the fewest parts 
to assemble for use The Elite was judged awk 
ward to put together, the Moult the easiest Che 
Royal was found easy to assemble 
there were a number of separate parts, the legs 
and the handle, that had to be put 


The Flite and the 


Royal had suction cups to hold them in place on 


ilthough 


the body, 
together with thumbscrews 


1 counter top while in use. The Mouli-Julienne 
however, did not slide around very much on its 
rubber leet, possibly be« Luse the cor sidet ible 
downward force exerted in normal use tended 


to hold it in pl ice 
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between the 
through to the disl rv ho { vy vrated 
or sliced The Rova up ‘ i good iob on 


the whol ! 1 ibles came ou 


rather j1 
The pin ol wo who used 


the salad maker 


} | 
household equiprine 


he t tow 


most part they were not worth 


to clean, dri ind put them away Whether « 


not the individual housewife will find these ce 
vices worth the mone, however will cep 
largely on her family's liking for I pulies 
stvle vegetables, raw potato | ‘ and 


i d perhay on the ol the lam 


itsell Another the storage 
Spact availablk | ven io Julienne 
which has k ys that tok nderneath lor stor vt 
takes up a good cd If space ancl sthe 
Royal, n ake : S quilt 1 bit of 


dr iwer space 


A. Recommended 


Royal Supreme 
Moull-Julienne Mouli Mfg 
le m™ ( if . 
$112 $4.69 


, mediun 


heing, chopping 


non with t rubber pped 


hredding linned 
two of whicl at kK against the | lor stor 
Meta! food j is attached The Moulds did 
ood to fain i nn and small vegetables, but 


and cucumbers, had 
i the hop; Judged 


man verctable 
to be cut into small 
eas to assemble and fai 


good degree ot satet ‘ 
B. Intermediate 
Royal Supreme Manufacturer 


imported from Solingen yerma 
four cones tor 
fine grating 
suction curt 
W oder 


Saladmaker . of gratin 


Vou lulienne did a good 
iob i icing nopping vegetables and 
nuts There wer disadvantages The 
size ol the op limited the size the Elite Saladmaker 
th be handled the Ind Montgome War 


C. Not Recommended 


food products 
, . 


Ui Mil Almost ill vetables had to he cut into plu po 
stringing 


small pueces betore the could he put 
at $11.95 


hopper lor six y ofr iting It also took quite 


i bit of hand pressure to hold the pusher down 


d with sufhicient force , 
attractive! Dut wa 


wal 
h ! 18; ntage « the Elite Sala 

] ‘ che d addy : int ot it “ae 1d pieces of which tended t 
r, aside from the close attention needed to were grated. Some ve 
d grating the fingers accidentally, was that dish before they were sli 


smaller pieces of food, like nuts, sl pped down to assemble but very ea 
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Checking horizontal and vertical linearily on new 
1957 RCA and Admiral portable television recewers 


WuHiIte there was much ballyhoo, as usual, about 


new and important improvements in 1957 model 
r'V receivers, (R's examinations and tests of 
several new sets have shown little reason for an 
special excitement on the part of manufacturers 
or consumers Phe changes in the 1957 table 
models are merels superficial ones concerned 
principally with differences in appearance of 
cabinets, or changes made by the manufacturer 
to reduce his costs The dwindling number of 
r'V manufacturers are caught in a selling squeeze 


between color television and the increasingly, 


popular portable TV receivers, and 
account finding it necessary to trim 


costs and quality in many instance 


Color television 


Some potential buvers of new television 


ceivers are delaying their purchase because f 


the widespread publicity and many full-page 


hewspaper advertisements extolling the virtues 
ol the new color rv rece ive;rs Phe St MOT) be 
come aware, though, that there are things 
‘color At current | 


ind lack of a sufth 


wrong with prices 
existing low picture quality 
cient number of good color programs, color is not 
likely to come into wide use for another year or 
two at the earliest, and it may never sweep the 
market as a good many expected it would In 
late 1954, trade sources estimated that 1,700,000 
color receivers would be sold in 1956 Actually 
by mid-October a grand total of only 75,000 sets 
were in use. Color TV, contrary to hopes and 
ex per tations of a few in the trade, simply reluses 


to start rolling People just don't care enough 


The new 


television 


receivers 


substantial 
t black d-white 


sets, and are iware that t he new color receivers 


ibout sacrifice the 


ment hav | ther presel 


with their extra tubes and very complex design 
and adjustment, may very likely present serious 


probl ms it servicing (ood service may be 


dithcult to get, and its cost in some cases will be 
a real jolt to the unprepared consumer who has 
no place in his budget for a $50 to $100 service 


h irge 


Even though several telecasts are now in 


color each week in me cities, it would ippeat 


that the present $500 minimum cost for a color 


receiver and the relativel poor color and black 


and-white pictures they may often afford will 


strong deterrents to xcceptance ol color TV | 
the general publi 
Possibly the price of receivers will come dow 


is new developments in color picture tubes a 


circuitry become available ippeal 


however, that at the presen mum price 
plus $100 tor a one-vear serv 
thea 


$495 
few manufacturers other 
into the field in a bie way, unless lor pre 

At the present time nearly | col 
Indeed 


’ 


poses 
sold are of RCA manulacture 
large manufacturer indicated recently, alter 


his produ 


nouncing i severe cutback | 


schedules for color sets, that the compa cf 


not be exper ted to make a profit with colo 


at $500 


The new portable TV sets 
The small portable television rece! 


which was introduced by a few mat 
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1949 l } ] nas mace 
omeback I bu (General klectri 
RESEARCH BULLETIN, 


ed portable which sells 


ibout $150, now 
erTce t o; ill r\ re 


ortable \V receivers 


exper 
Mal 
‘ 


possibilit 


W hu h wo 


there 

servicing will 
termediate 

most sm 


| 
mound 


Th has 
ovet wh n 


received and tern 
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Comparison Table for 1957 TV Receivers 


Portable sets Regular sets 


DuMont 
Emerson 
Philco 
Admiral 


Tube size, in. (diagonal 


‘ Viewing area, rated, sq. in. 

Weight, Ib.' 

Cabinet, width 
height j : 7.4 10.9 bf : 19.3 
depth 13.9 } , 16.3 15.9 11.9 5 19.9 
material Metal Wood ’ Metal Metal Metal Metal Metal 

Location of controls Top Side Bick Top Top Side Front 

Loud speaker size, in. 3.5 1 4 4 3. 4 5.5 


Selenium rectifiers’ Yes Yeu Yes Yes Yes No No 


N 
Built-in antenna Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes ‘ No 


Workmanship Sat Sat ss Sat Sat Good Sat Good Good Good 

Ease of servicing Fair (yood Sat Good 7 Good Good 00 (sood 
Operating cost, $* 0.45 0.65 0.40 0.45 0.60 075 f 1.00 
Sensitivity’ Fair Crood i Sat Sat Sat Good Sat Good Good 
Picture stability lair Sat Sat Fair Sat Good : Good Fair 
Picture interlace se Sat Good Sat Sat. Sat Fair Fair 
Picture brightness (ood =6©Good Fair Sx Good Good 

Over -all picture quality ; Good Good ‘ Fair $1 Sat 

Sound Quality Si Ss Ss S Se Sat 

Sound power Low S: Se tt Sat. Sat. Good 

Low voitage operation’ Poor S: Si S: Good Sat Poor 


Leakage current Neg Neg xe xe xe Sat Neg Neg 


' Regular table-model (21-inch) TV receivers weigh about } four nes as mucl et ble * See listing of Sears Made 
receivers Dan dangerous haz 


> See text Ex excessive, betwee 1 
* Coat tor electricity at 3.5 cents per kilowatt-hour for 100 hours . Neg nexiigible, ander 0.2 


* Ability of receiver to produce a good picture in fringe area t j nicr It foo ‘ Sut sat 
volts, satisfactory; 70.100 microvolts, fair 

‘In many areas, low powerline voltages will be en 

function satisfactorily at a voltage as low ase 100 


the picture tube. The smaller viewing tubes personal injury from prolonged exposure at close 
8-, 10-, and 14-inch diagonal-——are not likely to range if this tube is operated at higher than the 
present a significant hazard, because the voltages manufacturer's maximum rated anode voltage 
employed are not sufficiently high to produce or 16,000 volts, whichever is less 
other than soft radiations which do not pene Since the user has no guarantee that adequate 
trate the face of the tube and the protective shielding is present, it is imperative that reason 
glass. The larger picture tubes, many of which ible viewing distances (possibly 6 feet or more 
employ voltages between 16,000 and 25,000 be observed. Children, in particular, should not 
volts (or more) may present a danger of X-ray be allowed to sit close to the screen, as young 
exposure, however. One manufacturer, indeed, children very often will do if not 
feels the hazard is sufficiently great to warrant directed otherwise 
the following words of warning regarding picture Another good reason why no one should sit 
tubes of his manufacture close to the viewing screen is the risk of severe 
“Warning: X-ray radiation shielding may b injury in the event the picture tube implodes 
necessary to protect against possible danger of Such incidents, though comparatively rare, do 
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it times without apparent 
ng When the 


prow ted thre 


reason oT a .* 
broken ‘ | iss 


1 room with con 


ao occur 
ughout 
~ verel invone 


the 


and 
stay 


velocity 
strike 
receiver greatly reduces the danger 

Each of the 12 T\ 


by the I nderwriters’ 


sider ible nypure 


it may well away from 


Ing 


receivers tested was listed 


I abor 1tories 


Portable receivers 
A. Recommended 
DuMont Sportsman, Model RA 392/393A 
DuMont Labs., Paterson, N.] $150 
{ 14-1n 


In genera!, the performance of this 
It had ample sensitivity for 


Alle n B 


receiy as 
1 its class 


and the 


above 


ireas juality ol the picture was 


h one side of the power line is connected 


the use of a wooden cabinet (fabric- 


insulated shafts on the controls tend to 


otential hazard 3 


B. Intermediate 


Admiral, Model T103-N 
$110 
rhe over-a 


satisiactory 


Admiral Corp.. Chi 


ig 


10-in 
relatively 


this 
would be 


receivet 
difficult 
metal 


performance ol vas 
Servicing 
The use of a 


because of the compact design 


case on this receiver, which has one side of the power 


line directly onnected to the chassis 


desirable potential shock hazard, particularly in a port 
able set. Other similar Admiral models are: TJ0/ 


$90; 7102, $110: 7104, $110; 7106, $120; T106 Al 
$120; 7107 AL, $150 2 


RCA, Model 8PT7030  (ik‘ 
{ orp of 
lhe 
lair to 


presents an un 


\ Victor TV 
N.J.) $125 
of this 844-in 


(Good fringe-area operation 


Div Radio 
America, Camden 


over-all performance receiver was 


satistactory and 


apparently been sacrificed to 
Additional picture 
satislactory 


§P7T7031, 2,4, $125.3 


ease of servicing have 


attain a compact design contrast 


would be eeded for out-of-doors us 


Other similar RCA models are 


RCA 14-8-7071 (hi Div 
$150 


er-all 


A Victor TV Radio Cory 
(America 


satisiactory 


14-in 


Picture quality was good, but additional 


pertormance of this receiver wa 


picture contrast would be desirable This receiver was 
wned and nicely constructed 
©O ther imilar mexiels are 14 siso 


14-58-7974, $1 3 


in general well des 


7070 


C. Not Recommended 
Emerson, Model 1232 


lersey ' NJ 


Emerson Radio & Phor 
$134 


itos or boat 


Cory This receiver 


hased | > t 340 
possibly si r\ 


I he televisiot 4 


deal 


and ' uli 


televiss 
ull pertorma 

tory The pertorm ‘ ve radio sect } 
what one would able 
radio. A 
earphones (or an nder-t low 


le ad intag 


expect i an iverage 


connection is wided which allows 


speaxer 
earring a 1 to ft 


hospita rr ss ONCE 


satisiact 

which ha 

to the cha 
iazard, pat cakage 
was excess! 
a B-Inter 
models are 


$130 


Philce Roving Reporter, Model C-2004 ||"): !: 
Second ind) 6West cland st Philadelp! 
$140 


The over-all ser! 


Idi 


average Circuit ¢ 


at low line voltag 
trast and brightnes 
metal case 

line direct 


power 


in ince rab 
portable leakage irr t va 
Moda E..2004 is similar, at $140 


Table-model receivers 
A. Recommended 


Admiral, Model 223A1IN (\c 
$230 
The o I 


Sore 


pr ri 
average 
k rings 


ided 


desirable 
receiver pro 
tuning contr 
receiver P 
on and 
200 chassi« 
and console 


from $170 t 


Zenith, Model Z3000R 
Dickens ip 
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ve 
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use of a microphone, 5 additional tubes, and associated 


circuits: these doubtless add considerably to the cost 
of the set, and may present service difficulties later or 


ZWOAE 


lable model 


"Other similar Zenith models are: Consoles 


$330: ZI004R, $320: ZI006R, $340 
22637 R, $270 2 number of models in 
the Super Royal Series from $170 to $400 whicl do not 


tuning leature 3 


There are also ; 


have the Space Command 


B. Intermediate 
RCA, Model 21T7152 (RCA Victor T\ Radi: 


Corp. of America, Camden, N.] $220 

The over-all performance of this receive atisfac 
tor picture quality was satisfactor jume of 
wound output was good The new design concepts 
noticeable in this set were evidently intended to facili 
tate servicing and to reduce manufacturing costs. The 
performance of the receiver at low line voltage was be 
§Other similar RCA models are (on 


and 7 $340 consoles 


low average 
soles in Super Series 2177415, 6 
2177385, 6, and 7, $300-$310 


C. Not Recommended 


Sears, Model 7110 (Sears, Roebuck & ( 

$145, plus freight; $160 in retail store 

Over-all performance of this receiver 

average 


High+trequency radiation was higher th 


an undesirable characteristi One sample of this re 


ceiver presented a dangerous degree of shock hazard 


for leakage current was very high at the control-knol 
shafts. On a second sample, there was leakage at some 
exposed acrTrews and thie was excessive The set 


would otherwise have received a B-/ntermediale rating 


© Sears Model 7126 


tore, is similar 


Color receiver 
B. Intermediate 
RCA, Model 21CT78358 (RUA Vix 
of America, Camden, ° 
periormance w 
yurchasers should no 
mtract tor one 
lumber ot set 
ind should b 


i a color set (of other 


ili mean 


tracts 
Black-and-white reception; Ove: 
picture fidelit was interior to 
RCA black-and-white receiver The 
picture, owing to characteristk f th 
ibe and possibly critical circuit operat 
either too blue or too green for pleasant 
of the contrast control altered picture siz 
ers of this model examined 
Color reception: 
good as that obtained with an older 15-in. model RCA 


Overall, color reception 


color receiver. Color strength and hue qualit degree 
of blueness,. redness. et were often 


\ bl Me oT gret 


ated the picture on most of the receiver 


tones were not pleasant 


great care was taken in adjusting picture tube 
temperature and the color controls The older 


comparison, gave 
and good depth of field. Other similar RCA 
ZICT7&65. 6. and 7 at $650 


color receiver, by isant 


models are 
and 7 at $595 


Safety at Christmas 


SUGGESTIONS regarding sale: toys 
M iss Louse 
it the 


SOME USEFUI 
a children have been made by 
Whitcomb, Home Management Specialist 
Delaware She pomts out that 
death b 


lniversity of 
p! iythings otten cause cuts: suliox 
tion, by explosion, or fire; or even lead poisoning 
\vnong the rules for selection offered by Miss 
Whitcomb are the following 

loys for a baby or very young child should be 
wathable and large enough so that they cannot 
be ut in the mouth. Eyes of some toy animals 
present a hazard, and it is important that they 
should be very firmly fastened by sewing or other 
They never bx 


like glass-——or celluloid, 


lastingly secure means must 
of breakable materials 
which is highly flammable 

Toys made of lead or covered with lead-base 
avoided If a 


paints must be non-pomsonous 


paint is used, the label should say so 
which in 


Flectric toys running on 110 volts 


risks at best ind should wt 
purchased tor children under six 


should in no case be pure hased unless they bears 


the label of the Underwriters’ Laboratori 


the cord ind on the to 


itself 
lov tea sets must be made of materi 
broken ll not ike 


if the become 


edges that might cut the 
4} 


Beware of toys that require re use ol the 


do not contain parts that could 


mouth that the [ 


become loose Such separable parts could be 
sucked into the child's throat 
All chemical sets are potentially 
ind, when available to a child, must 
only under close and careful instructior 
Persons desiring Miss Whitcomb’s ful 
may obtain it by writing to the Department 


Rural Communications, University of Delaware 


New irk, Del 
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rhe National Fire Protection Association has wires are bare It there ire places where the 
reported that some ofl the silver and colored conductor is bare and u pu rected b insulation 
tinsel be ng offered tor use on ( hristmas trees the string should be discarded he contact t 


is of a dangerous character that might ignite or of the lamps should be ined with a fil 


burn in a flash. In one case, “tinsel distributed sandpaper, th iped f dust; the 
over a tree flashed and burned within forty then make better c 1 the socket 
seconds The N.fI P.A Sugyests that if you produce less heat 
have already purchased tinsel ou should take 
a strand outdoors far from anyth re else that It is desirabk 1 a »redu flamma 
might burn, and touch a match to it If it bility of the tree an 7 niz iazard that 
flashes, get the rest of it out of the house at once no Christmas tree | 

All strings of Christmas tree lights should be place 1 radiato 


inspected to see that there are no points where televisio 


Off the editor’s chest 


Continued from page 2 


new car will appear to be q ain ater, pal 
when the purchaser | : to sigt t appears mittes 
that the contract u okavyed by the boss hed ti 
The boss promptly st s a scene and threatens tion had 
to fire the salesman | even thinking of such an their «aks 
ofier, explai gy tha e would lose a considers ; 
able sum on the deal and that he is not in busi that | 
ness for his health The ch wrined pure haser 1s $50 w he 
faced with the choice ung back and telling The pro 
his wile that he ! t the barg un he had 
br igved ibout of oO ! through with the ae al 

i higher figure tha had plas ned. to save 

At best, he will pay what the motor able has be 

company he wa iccustomed to dealing with if ar but the 
would have ch At worst, he will pay some lished credit 


what more for a new car than he would have if present 


Shy 
he had not beet bushed sible iust as 


Packt i I i several differen 


’ 


~ Che dealer 1 i high turn-in value 


ior the prospect! uurchaser s presetit 
idd a correspo ng sum to the selling price of 
the new car arly in 1956, this kind of dealing pending o 
was the subject of testinion hefore a Senate The Natio 
Subcommittes on Aut movi Marketing Py if that there 
tices lo prev t msumer being victimized, summers t 
it Was strong! hat I Hacturers post of mobile 
publish the Suyyvesi pr ol cars (one should be 
witness testified that it w so difficult 

what the list ri ‘ should 


ybile > h ad 


miation to get some 


idded figure 
dealer includes, 
item nnancing charges 
Phe insur ce charge may be provided 
overt ht so that the major health 
nee pac king that will “ classifi 


the finance com termines 
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In financing the purchase of a car, it is unwise 


ever to sign a “balloon note." Probably no 
Consumers’ Research subscriber would have any 
occasion to commit himself to such a transaction 
The “ balloon note”’ deal is usually written where 
the purchaser must have a car, has a poor credit 
rating, and has little or no security to offer. It 
consists of several equal payments, say 12 
monthly payments, and a large final payment 
amounting to about half of the total amount 
due. The purpose of this set-up is to give the 
purchaser the impression that the monthly costs 
of buying a car are well within his ability to pay 
When the last big payment comes due, the 
have the needed 


If the unwary 


purchaser usually does not 
amount and it is “refinanced.” 
customer ever stopped to figure out what he is 
being charged to finance his car, he would dis 
cover that he is paying an exorbitant amount 
Finance charges as high as 127 percent or ap 
proximately 250 percent in simple interest have 
been reported by the Chicago Better Business 
Bureau in one particularly bad case 
One useful result from the higher 
financing automoblies this year may be that the 
purchaser of small means will buy a secondhand 


costs ol 


although there 
Bear 


n mind that if you are dealing with a reputable 


car which he can better afford 


are many pitfalls in the used-car market 


iuto dealer, he should be willing to set down on 
the purchase contract, item by item, just what 
t is going to cost you to buy a car on the instal- 
ment basis. By doing a little calculation, you 
should be able to figure whether you will prefer 
to finance through the dealer or apply for a bank 
loan. Too many people are concerned only in 
whether they can afford weekly or monthly down 
payments, and do not bother to calculate just 
what it is costing them, all told, to “hire the 
money.” 


"Remember that it 
redit just as you shop for an automobile 


is possible to shop for 


{Don't sign an instalment contract without 
reading it carefully and understanding every 


provision of it 
Never, never sign a “balloon note.” 
*Check with your local Better Business Bu 
reau or the National Better business Bureau 


Chrysler Bldg., New York 17, if you suspect a 
dealer of “ bushing” or “ packing” a deal 


A clock kit for a child 


\ RELATIVELY INEXPENSIVE toy for a child, and 
an interesting one, too, is a clock kit. There 
are many on the market; all are similar and 
range in price from $2 to $7.95 

One clock kit which was selected by CR as 
fairly representative of this type of toy was the 
Tinker-Tock clock kit. This kit, available from 
Jan's at § E. 102 St., New York City, at $3.95, 
postpaid, is imported from Germany and ap 
parently made by a firm named Joggili. When 
assembled correctly, it makes an “operating 
which actually keeps time. While its 
lasting qualities can be questioned, it is some 
thing likely to be taken apart and put together 
by the younger (and older) mem- 
and its timekeeping qualities 


model” 


several times 
bers of the family 
were reasonably satisfactory 
curacy 

The time needed to assemble the kit will de 
pend upon the mechanical aptitude of the child 
CR had a nine-year-old boy of average mechani 
cal ability assemble the clock, and found that 


in regard to a 


first assembly took about 14% hours. The step 
by-step printed instructions were followed, and 
only a little help was required from Dad. The 
boy showed considerable interest in the mechan 
ism and its working. A repeat assembly took 


only 12 minutes 


In the sample purchased by CR, one of the 
small toothed wheels was bent, and the escape 
ment wheel was loose on the axle. It was at 
least possible that both defects had been caused 
by rough handling during shipment. 


The desirable feature of such a gift likely lies 
in the fact that the clock can be hung on a wall 
in the child's room and will thus serve a useful 
and lasting purpose; the youngster will likely 
show continued interest in keeping the clock 
“running” because it is something he put to- 
gether himself and can take pride in. In addi 
tion, the toy is an instructive one since the bas« 
principles and mechanism of a clock can be 
learned from it 


96 « CONSUMERS’ RESEARCH BULLETIN e DECEMBER, 1956 





Ratings of Motion Pictures 


HIS section aims to give critical consumers a : 
Cha-Cha-Cha Boom 


digest of opinion from a wide range of mo- ‘ongo Crossing 
tion picture reviews, including the motion px ) | Crashing Las Vegas 
' » Creeping Unknown, The 
‘rowded Paradise 
zines—some 19 different periodicals in all. The ‘ry in the Night, A 


motion picture ratings which follow thus do not ; Dakota Incident 
represent the judgment of a single person, but $ Davy Crockett and the River 
oe Pirates 
are based on an analysis ol critics reviews - 
D-Day, the Sixth of June 
The sources of the reviews are ‘ Doctors, The (French 
Boxoffice, Cue, Dail News (N. ¥ The Exhibitor, Films in Renew Dynamiters. The 
Harrison's Repor Jount Estemates of Current Motion Pictures . ’ 
Pocture Herald, National Legion of Decency, Newsweek, New 5 » Earth vs. the Flying Saucer 
Herald Tribune, New York Times Yorker, Parents’ Magasine Eddy D ' = F 8 rt wpe 
Release of the D. A. R. Preview Committers, Reviews and Ratings by the ‘ 4 y uchin Story, ne mu 
Protestant Motion Picture Council, The Tablet, Time, Variety (weekly 5 Edge of Hell 


Che figures preceding the title of the picture ; Fastest Gun Alive. The 


indicate the number of critics whose judgments ) Fear (German 
, : 5 ’ Piret Texan, The 
f ntert: “nt values warr: a rating ‘ y 
of its entertainment values warrant a ra ing of First Traveling Saleslady, 
A (recommended), B (intermediate), or C (not The , 
5 Flight to Hong Kong 
“sare Forbidden Cargo (British 
Audience suitability is indicated by “‘A for Foreign Intrigue : 
adults, ‘“Y"’ for young people (14-18), and “'¢ 7 © Francis in the Haunted House 
; Friendly Persuasion 
Fruits of Summer (French 


ture trade press, leading newspapers and maga 


recommended 


for children, at the end of each line. 
Descriptive abbreviations are as follows 
ede adventure mel melodrama Camma People, The (British 
mus musical 1 Giant 
mys—mynery » Girl He Left Behind, The 
nin dramatization of a vel “ 
rom tromance Girls in Prison 
§ science fiction Grand Maneuver, The (French 


eoctas-geoutem éreme ’ Great Locomotive Chase, 
travelogue 

dealing with the lives of The 

people in wartime Gun Brothers 


western Gun Slinger, The 


He i Last 
Alone in the Streets (Italian) i ° . High Sactety % 


Amazon Trader, The " . 
Ambassador's Daughter, The mn —. —~y eaphetnt 
Around the World in 80 Days. adv-< AY‘ Hot Rod Girl 
As Long As You're Near Me ; Huk ‘ 

(German) dr 
Attack war-dr y ] ? Invitation to the Dance 
Awara (Indian non Island of Allah 
Away All Boats war-dr-c AY¢ . I've Lived Before 


Back from Eternity mel } Jaguar : 
Bad Seed, The dr . Z Jedda (Australian 
Bandido mel~< John and Julie (British 
Battle of Gettysburg, The ce AY Johnny Concho 
Beast of Hollow Mountain, Julie _ 

The ct 
Behind the High Wall i Killing, The 
Best Things in Life Are Free, Z King and I, The 

The mus-com-< AY ; 9 Kiss Before Dying, A 
Between Heaven and Hell war-dr 
Beyond a Reasonable Doubt __ mys-me! 
Bhowani Junction 
Bigger Than Life Last Wagon, The 
Black Sleep, The Leather Saint, The 


i 

{ La Strada (Italian 

| 

i 

A ‘ 

Boss, The ‘ 1 A 5 Lisbon 

} ] 

| 

1 

1 


Last of the Desperados 


Brave One, The Lust for Life 

= —— Mademoiselle Age 39 (Greek 

Bus Stop agnificent Roughnecks, I he 
Man from Del Rio 

Calling Homicide 2 Man of Africa (British 

Canyon River Marcelino (Spanish 
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Massacre mele A 
Maverick Queen, The wes-c AY( 
Men Against the Arctic doc-e AY{ 
Men of Sherwood Forest 


(British) mel-c AYC 


Miami Expose cri-mel A 
Moby Dic nove AY( 


Mountain, The dr-c AY 


Murder on Approval (British) mys-mel A 
My Seven Little Sins (French) com A 


Naked Amazon trav-c A 
Naked Hills, The mel-c AY 
Navy Wife war-dr A 
Nightmare crt-mel A 
1984 fan A 

1 


No Place to Hide dr-« 


Odongo (British) dr A 
On the Twelfth Day fan-c AY 
Opposite Sex, The mus-com-c A 
Outlaw Treasure wes AY( 


Papa, Mamma, The Maid and I 
(French) 

Pardners 

Phantom Horse, The 
(Japanese) 

Pillars of the Sky 

Port Afrique (British) 

Power and the Prize, The 

Private's Progress (British) 

Proud and the Beautiful, The 
(French) dr 

Proud and the Profane, The war-dr 

Proud Ones, The mele AY¢ 


Queen of Babylon, The (Italian) ado- 


Race for Life, A (British) mel 
Raw Edge ur 
Rawhide Years, The mel 
Rebel in Town wes-mel 
Re risal We s~ 
Rififi (French) crt-mel 
Rosanna (Mexican) dr , 


j 


Run for the Sun mel-< 


I 
? 
x 
5 
; 
+ 
? 
* 


Santiago war-mel-<¢ 

Satellite in the Sky (British) cin 

Screaming Eagles war-mel 

Search for Bridey Murphy, The 

Secret of Treasure Mountain 

Secrets of Life 

Secrets of the Reef doc-c A 

Seven Men from Now wes~<( 

Seven Wonders of the World trav- 

7th Cavalry wes-mel 

Shadow of Fear (British) mys-mei 

Sharkfighters, The war-mel 

Ship that Died of Shame, The 
(British) 

Showdown at Abilene 

Silent World, The 

Simon and Laura (British 

Snow was Black, The (French) : 

Solid Gold Cadillac, The 

Somebody Up There Likes Me 

Spin a Dark Web (British 

Stagecoach to Fury 

Storm Center 

Storm Over the Nile 
(British war - me 

Strange Intruder 


> «J 


nh WG oe 


propaganda 


Tea and Sympathy 

Tea House of the August 
Moon 

Teenage Rebel 

Ten Commandments, The 

Tension at Table Rock 

That Certain Feeling 


PMnNwN Uw ~ = 


11 


9 


These Wilder Years 
Three for Jamie Dawn 
Thunder Over Arizona 
Thunderstorm 

Toward the Unknown 
Trapeze 

23 Paces to Baker Street 


Unguarded Moment, The mel-¢ 
Unidentified Flying Objects dow 


Vagabond King, The mus-dr-« 
Vitelloni (Italian 


Walk the Proud Land 

War and Peace 

Wedding in Monaco, The 
Wee Geordie (British) 
Werewolf, The 

Wetbacks 

While the City Sleeps 
White Squaw, The 

Wicked As They Come (British 
Wild Oat, The (French 
Windfall in Athens (Greek) 
Written on the Wind 


Yang Kwei Fei (Japanese 
You Can't Run Away from 
It 
2 Young Guns, The 


-~ 


~~ we 


Zanzabuku 


Reissues (oldtimers you may have seen before 
ously rated in the CR Bulletin indicated 


Annie Get Your Gun 
(Nov. "50 
9 April in Paris (June ‘53 
1 Barefoot Battalion (Greek 
(Dec. '54) 
$ Bend of the River (Aug. °52 
Big Sky, The (Feb. "53 
| Broken Arrow (Jan. ‘51 
5 Buffalo Bill (Nov. "44 
5S Carson City (Nov. '52 wes-mel 
1 Crash Dive (Dec. '43) war-mel 
5 Cyrano de Bergerac (June ‘51 
$ Dallas (July ‘51) 
5 Distant Drums (July °52 
| Flying Leathernecks 
(March *52) wa 
} Guy Named Joe, A (Aug. "44 
Halls of Montezuma 
(July *51 
’ High Noon (Dec. '52 
Ivanhoe (Jan. °53 
Killers, The (April '47 
Larceny (April "49 
Lusty Men, The (May ‘53 
Mister Roberts (Dec. ‘55 war 
One Minute to Zero (Feb. '53).war 
Rawhide (Sept. ‘51 
Rebecca (Di. June ‘40 
Rebel Without a Cause 
(June "56 
Shakedown (April ‘51 
Sleeping City, The (Jan. ‘51 
Spellbound (June ‘46 
Stratton Story, The (Nov. '49 
Streets of Laredo (Oct. ‘49 
Tall in the Saddle (July '45 
Taproots (March "49 
Third Man, The (July "50 
Three Musketeers (May ‘49 
Two Years Before the Mast 
April °47) 
Unconquered (June '48) 
Walk A Crooked Mile (Apr. ‘49 
Whispering Smith (July ‘49 
Yearling, The (May ‘47) 
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The Consumers Observation Post 


Continued from pege 4 


a fillet of cod, haddock, or ocean perch cut into convenient 
breaded, cooked, and frozen, ready to heat and serve Intr« 
it was an almost overnight sensation, reports The Wall Stree 
Then everybody started getting into the act; quality 
slashed; and consumers who tried the lower quality p! 

for more. The output in the first 6 months this year 

that of the previous year. The U. S. Department of Agri 
voluntary standards which provide that a stick sh 

fish by weight and no more than 40 percent of breading 
Grades are U. S. Grade A and U. S. Grade B. 

brand that is packed under continuous U. 5S 

inspection. 


MEN’S CAPS are becoming fashionable again 
credit for the popularity of a covering for the 
stiff breeze. Manufacturers hope to do a $75 


> . * 


HOCUS POCUS, ABRACADABRA, the medicine man 
grease days is staging a comeback Some of the re 
sound of quack-—quack over the air and on television 
the doorstep of the Federal Trade Commission It 
scientific age, F.T.C. examiners have taken the | 
condemn an article operating on a principle unknown 
current expert opinion because to do so might be 
"first practical application of a scientific prin 
covered." In court actions, this position is give 
the modesty of expert scientists who conscientiou: 
of human knowledge As one trade journal point 
scientific research] which are doing so much to 
of the existence of cancer, arthritis and other 
framework for quacks to use in plying their devil 


> * * 


WASH-—AND-—WEAR CLOTHES are becoming increasingly 
season should see a sizable number of work and leisu 
wear version Men’s Wear magazine urges adequate 
the laundering of these garments will be proper] 
that one manufacturer is imprinting the necessar: 
of a pocket in indelible ink The warning "wash 
should be underlined, since the fabric is adverse! 
with chlorine 

> * * 

SOMETHING NEW IN THE WAY OF PAYING MONTHLY 
by banks and other interested groups It is des 
check plan, and the basic idea is that the custoz 
example the power and light company, signs two a 
authorizing the utility to draw a check against hi 
to pay the monthly bills and the other authorizin 
charge The plan is being promoted by utilities, 
savings and loan institutions, and insuran or 
i method of securing prompter payments and 
out bills For the consumer, its promoters 
month-end check writing All he will need 
money on deposit to cover his indebtedness 
these days 

* * > 

IRREGULAR FOLLOWING OF REDUCING DIETS « 
overweight, then going on a reducing diet, giving 
again may be a cause of high blood pressure Five 
ton University School of Medicine of Omaha reported 


test animals that were put on an eating cycle of li 
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containing 50 percent or more of calor.es from butter or beef suet The 
fat feeding cycles were repeated six times in 14 months. The dogs ended up 
with high blood pressure that stayed high even 22 months after they were 
back on a normal kennel diet. The scientists involved pointed out that 
quite possibly diets high in animal f that result in obesity and are 
followed by intermittent use of reducing diets may be one cause of essen- 
tial hypertension. 

* * * 

IRRITATION OF THE ARMPIT is frequently caused by the use of depila- 
tories and deodorants. Aluminum compounds found in anti-perspirants have 
been frequent offenders. A new irritant was recently reported in the Jour- 
nal of the American Medical Association. Four cases of an eruption of the 
armpits essentially similar in nature were apparently due to the use of a 
stick deodorant containing zirconium applied once or twice daily. The 
eruption consisted of small pimples and nodules that gradually disappeared 
in time. 

* * * 

FOODS THAT ARE READY-MIXED for quick preparation or are pre-—cooked for 
heating and serving are referred to as having "built-in maid services." 

The cake mixes, cooked frozen sea foods, frozen orange juice-——to mention 
just a few found in any supermarket——are quite popular, but they do cost 
more, as a rule, than the same items prepared at home. The homemaker who 
may have had a guilty conscience about using these time-saving foods when 
she is in a hurry can comfort herself with a recent pronouncement from the 
U. S. Department of Agriculture. The spread between farm prices and retail! 
food prices is chiefly due to increased labor and transportation costs, 
taxes, license fees, and possibly advertising expenditures and promotional 
gimmicks such as trading stamps, according to Kenneth E. Ogren, economist 
of the Agricultural Marketing Service Mr. Ogren held that the effect of 
the built-in maid services was only of minor importance in the food price 


spiral. 

DISH TOWELS OF BOTH COTTON AND LINEN are needed for most effective use 
in the home. Studies by Florence Petzel at Oregon State College of cotton, 
cotton-flax, and linen towelings indicated that cotton held up better after 
repeated launderings than linen. In drying tests, new cotton towels ab- 
sorbed more water than linen ones up to a certain point. As the cotton 
became wetter, its absorbency decreased. The linen absorbed more water 
after it was damp than cotton, requiring the use of fewer towels for a big 
dish drying job. For an ordinary batch of dishes, however, the difference 
in absorbency might not be important. 

7. * >. 

MOST AMERICANS ARE WELL FED, although there are a few groups that are 
considered undernourished, including old people, pregnant women, and the 
poor The U. S. Department of Agriculture, on the basis of current sta- 
tistics, however, finds that most folks are doing very well and probably 
will continue to eat more foods like beef, fruits, vegetables. chicken, 
eggs, and dairy products, and smaller amounts of potatoes and bread Cur- 
rent studies in nutrition suggest that high consumption of fat encourages 
heart and arterial diseases, and that disclosure may induce a swing toward 
leaner meat Consumption of skim milk might well be encouraged, and a re- 
duction of fats and oils. The nutritionists are still debating the food 
values of processed and canned fruits and vegetables, unable to agree on 
whether some nutrients are lost in the canning and freezing processes. 
Frozen fruits and vegetables and juices are becoming increasingly popular. 
Meat eating is expected to reach a new high of 152 pounds per person per 
year in 1956, with more beef than pork. The trade notes a tendency toward 
leaner pork and beef in today’s markets. 

* * 

CORRECTION PLEASE: An observing subscriber points out that the limit 
on British currency that may be taken into Great Britain is 10 pounds 
sterling per person. The 20 pounds figure given in the Observation Post, 
September 1956, page 4, is the allowance per couple. 
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